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gers in the future and therefore undesirable.   At that very
time, it happened, the term of the Anglo-Japanese treaty
elapsed   Negotiations for the renewal of the treaty were
begun in London, and it was decided that the final formula-
tion of the pact would depend upon the outcome of the Ports-
mouth Conference.   I called the attention of Count Lams-
dorff, our Minister of Foreign Affairs, to that circumstance,
but we were unable to find out why the London parley had
been linked with our Conference.   The financial circles also
favoured the termination of hostilities, for the reason that
the Russo-Japanese war greatly upset Europe's finances.
The Christian churches were on our side, for they regarded
the Japanese as heathens, although it should he stated in
all fairness that these heathens were sustained by an all-
powerful faith in God and an unshakable belief in immortal
life.   Finally, the successful termination of the Portsmouth
parley was also to the best interests of Emperor William
of Germany.
At Portsmouth I received, among other deputations, a
group of representatives from American Jews. The depu-
tation included Jacob Schiff and Seligman, two great bank-
ers, and Oscar Straus, who has in recent years served as
American Ambassador to Constantinople. Two years ago
this diplomat conceived a desire to visit Russia. In spite
of his high station and the universal respect he enjoys in
America he was forced to enter into protracted negotiations
with the Russian police and it was only under special surveil-
lance and for a strictly limited period of time that lie was
allowed to come to Russia. I recorded in detail my con-
versation with the Jewish delegates in a number of official
dispatches which I sent to the Minister of Foreign Affairs,
and I shall state here merely the substance of the talk. I
received them very cordially and listened with attention to
what they had to say. The spokesman of the deputation
called my attention to the exceedingly painful situation of